
Paul and the Corinthians 
Read Acts 18:1-18. What do you notice from this passage? 

How would you describe the situation of the church in Corinth? 

How would you describe the relationship of Paul and those people? 

1 Corinthians 1 
For each of the following sections, answer these three questions: 
• What is Paul saying? 
• Why do you think Paul is saying that? 
• How does that relate to your life these days? 

1 Corinthians 1:1-3 

4-9 

10-17 

18-25 

26-31 

Going Deeper 
As we will see in this book, Paul writes Corinthians from a place of frustration. The 
church in Corinth is messed up in many ways, they are accepting immorality, they 
are racists, they are abusing the poor, and they are even rejecting Paul’s authority. 
Why is Paul able to thank God for them in verses 4-9? How does Paul see them? 

The problems in Corinth are the result of the church people focusing on the 
wrong things. They have been focusing on which teacher has the best teaching 
and other unimportant issues. We have those same problems in churches today, 
but what should church people focus on? 

Paul’s final words in chapter 1 are borderline insulting to the church. He’s really 
trying to drive home the point that they, by themselves, are foolish nothings, but 
that in Christ, they are recipients of power and wisdom. Read 26-31 again. In light 
of that and the rest of the chapter, what is your takeaway from 1 Corinthians 1? 

Paul and the Corinthians 
Read Acts 18:1-18. What do you notice from this passage? 

How would you describe the situation of the church in Corinth? 

How would you describe the relationship of Paul and those people? 

1 Corinthians 1 
For each of the following sections, answer these three questions: 
• What is Paul saying? 
• Why do you think Paul is saying that? 
• How does that relate to your life these days? 

1 Corinthians 1:1-3 

4-9 

10-17 

18-25 

26-31 

Going Deeper 
As we will see in this book, Paul writes Corinthians from a place of frustration. The 
church in Corinth is messed up in many ways, they are accepting immorality, they 
are racists, they are abusing the poor, and they are even rejecting Paul’s authority. 
Why is Paul able to thank God for them in verses 4-9? How does Paul see them? 

The problems in Corinth are the result of the church people focusing on the 
wrong things. They have been focusing on which teacher has the best teaching 
and other unimportant issues. We have those same problems in churches today, 
but what should church people focus on? 

Paul’s final words in chapter 1 are borderline insulting to the church. He’s really 
trying to drive home the point that they, by themselves, are foolish nothings, but 
that in Christ, they are recipients of power and wisdom. Read 26-31 again. In light 
of that and the rest of the chapter, what is your takeaway from 1 Corinthians 1?

Jeff Mikels Lafayette Community Church 

Foolishness 
February 10, 2019 Get It Together • 1 Corinthians 1 • Message 1

Jeff Mikels Lafayette Community Church 

Foolishness 
February 10, 2019 Get It Together • 1 Corinthians 1 • Message 1


